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manufactory was determined on, doubt was ex-
pressed whether sufficient raw material in the shape
of fine rags would be forthcoming.

"The ill custom prevails among us," rejoined the
King, " that both in town and country the servant-girls
make the best rags into tinder to light the fire. We
must try to break people of it, and therefore the rag-
collectors must be provided with touch-wood, which is
just as good as tinder for lighting a fire, to give to the
girls in exchange for rags/'

A king who took upon his own shoulders so vast
a share as did Frederick in regulating the agriculture
and industry of his subjects could not avoid concern-
ing himself also with their foreign trade. The gen-
eral principles of commercial policy which he followed
were simple. He was determined to see that Prus-
sian subjects sold as much as possible to foreigners
and bought as little as possible from them in return.
The latter part of his task could be, and was, ac-
complished by prohibiting the importation of certain
commodities, such as salt, porcelain, and steel, and
by appointing a host of customs-officers to make the
prohibition effective. But to sell to foreigners goods
which were produced in Prussia chiefly because the
King willed that his subjects should forego the con-
venience of buying them from foreigners was a feat
which taxed Frederick's statecraft to the utmost.

In general it may be said that Prussian commerce
did not thrive. Thanks to the strenuous efforts of
King and ministers, who imported foreign artisans,
endowed them with implements and homes, com-